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lwayq be sgainst me. I might have been
able to get a copy of the tintype if I had had eight
reeks notic n—"I d still have been pushing the deadline
before I went to work on it. The letters and the
Tintype that I mentioned are not mine. They belong to
Sylvia, I've had the box of letters that Aunt Rertha
saved and have been going through them to abstract
anything of venealogical interest, I've had them so
leong that I'1l bet Sylvia has forgotten about them
(although "elephant mind” hasn't forgotten muich) .,

o
w
2

In pietures I got from Mama is a snapshot of a long,

white-cloth-covered table set out in the yard. Behind
the table stands a sizable group of people. At the

right and a little away from the table sits a woman,

On the back of the pic., Aunt Blla has written that

Oscar says this is the whole Dam family-—-or wording to
that effect, I've t -_ough* that the seated woman was
Aunt Ella; but, if the senior Mrs. Dame was alive, it
probably is she, I don't know offhand where I have
that box of Aunt Ella's photos., One would think that I
wouldn't have had things mislaid when we had just three
rooms. Now, with four there isn't any improvement in
being able to locate "saved thinss."

When Sylvia and I were at Treva's and we drove up to
Northport, we stopped at a museum that stands on the
east side of the road (somewhere on the peninsula). I
tock a picture of it. Runs in my mind that it is a

brick schoolhouse converted to a museum. On display
were copies of old photos with stories about the area.
There was information about the first Dames on the

peninsula. I didn't copy it because I figured that I
could get it all out of a history book at the public
library at Rort Wayne. I would, also, look there for
an atlas of maps for Northport and Cathead Point. If I
were researching the Dame family I'd look for a collee-
tion of newspapers. Since there was no issue from Aunt
Ella I've not done any research along that line.

On the trip out there we went to the cemetery. I

copied dates from Oscar, Blla and Vivian's tombstones,
T had not found dates in Mama's things. 1I've always
hoped to pget back to the St. Joseph County Clerk's

office to see if Ella married in Mottville, I think
she probably married sometime around 1906——don't ask
why I think that. Sylvia thinks not; that it was later
than that.

I've not written down the information Ora remembers
from conversations with Uncle Oscar (and what Daddy
knew) regarding the lighthouses he tended and the time
periods for his service in each. When we were at the
Mariner's Museum in North Carolina many years ago, we
saw the Jlens from Beaver Island (if I recall
correctly). It had great chips out of some sections,
but the rainbow colors from the sun shining on it were
brilliant. I supposed, nostalgically, that Uncle Oscar
had polished it.
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I'd heard the Milliken name spoken of, but didn't know
why it connected to Uncle Oscar. The obituary explains
it. I had imagined that Vivian was adopted from the
Milliken family; however, there is no basis for that
conjecture. There seems, in my mind, to have been a
handsome young man named Milliken—-but maybe not,

When I was a kid, I showed off a lot to get attention.
One time, at the lighthouse, Aunt Ella wanted Grace
MeCormick to sing for us. Grace acted shy and wouldn't
do it. Rither I offered, OR Aunt Ella turned to me and
said she would give me the red vase that set on the
mantle of the fireplace if I sang. With the vase were
two red glass candlesticks--each for two candles, The
red vase was mine. It broke sometime in the 1950's. I
have at least one of the candlesticks from Mama's
things that she got from Northport. The red paint is
chipped and maybe the edge of the glass. I haven't
seen them for a long time.

Everything that was painted in the lighthouse was

painted light gray. Aunt Blls didn't have anything
excess in the line of furniture or ornaments. I remem—
ber that on the right and beside the steps down into
the kitchen hung a wooden—framed mirror. Under the
mirror was a tin combcase. We washed there and every~
one used the comb. I was too young to remember about
the quarters other than that.

I slept alone the last trip Daddy made in the Model~-T.
The lapping of the waves against the shore put me to
sleep, I recall the sound. Grace McCormick had taken
me around the grounds and I was tired s0 I dropped off
to sleep quickly and they let me sleep late. Grace
took me down past the foghorn building and back along
the sandy shore where the women had setup a place to do
the laundry. They built a fire under a big iron kettle
and the clothes were hung along the beach. We stayed
out of the water there because there was an undertow
and we needed to have it explained only once to obey
orders. But we waded ip the shallow water out in front
of the lighthouse. We lounged around on the stone
steps that led down to the shoreline.

During the stay that summer, we shopped once in Tra-
verse City and went to the museum park. I had money
enough to buy my first pair of earrings. They were a
simple dull-blue button smaller than a dime. I was
wearing them when we left Northport to come back to
Mottville, Uncle Oscar and Daddy had gone out in the
woods beside the lighthouse, near the huge boulder that
had split in half, and dug cedar trees for planting
aleng the south side of the yard at home. They were
bundled and laid in the back seat leaving room encugh
for me to sit. I recall leaning over against them and
their fragrance and sleeping during the night driving.
HWe never found the one earring and I didn't get another
pair until after Ora and T were married.
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In January 1939, Oscar and Ella (Fuller) Dame were
spending the winter in Florida. She wrote from St.
Petersbury, FPlorida, to her sister, Bertha Lowell
(Bristol, IN) that Oscar's brother, Marston Dame, had
been killed in a car accident. She included the news-
paper obituary along with a tintype of a man. In May
1939, Ella wrote to Bertha from Northport, Michigan,
that Oscar had word that Oscar Wilbur died in Chicago.
She mentioned that Oscar had been named after him; and
wrote that they will go to the funeral in Charlivoix.

The obituary: Gilman M. Dame, 72, pioneer Leelanau
County orchardist, close friend of two Michigan gover-
nors, and former chairman of the Republican state

central committee, died in Munson hospital Monday
morning shortly before noon as the result of injuries
sustained Thursday when his car collided during a

blinding snowstorm with a Manistee and North Bastern
Rail Road train at Suttons Bay.

A friend of former governors Fred Green and Chase
5. Osborn, Mr. Dame served the state and his community
in many ways during his long residence here. He was at
one time chairman of the state food and drug commis-—
sion. Prominent in Republican party work since early
manhood, Mr. Dame was chairman of the Leelanau County
Republican party at the time of his death.

Throughout Northwest Michigan, Mr. Dame was known
chiefly as a cherry producer. Interested in the cherry
growing industry-. for the past three decades, his or~
chard was the first established in this district and
his Montmorency orchard is believed to be the largest
of its type in the world.

Amonpg his other activities were the managership of
the Hasserot properties, the Cherry Home ‘farm and
presidency of the Northport Canning Company and the
Leelanau Coal Company.

He is survived by his widow, Ida, two daughters,
Mrs. Basil Milliken of Downers Grove, Ill., and Mrs.
Conrad Stuker of Oak Park, Il1l.; one son, Gilman Dame,
Jr., of Northport; two brothers, Isa and Oscar, both of
Northport; two sisters, Mrs. William Voice of Northport
and Mrs, Charles Authier of Detroit, and three grand- i
children, One daughter, Mrs. GClark H. Day of Flint and
a brother, Seba Dame, preceded him in death.

The body was taken to the Martinson & Son PFuneral
Home at Suttons Bay, and lay in state at the Northport
M. E, Church from 9 A.M. until 2 P.M. on Thursday.
Puneral services were conducted Thursday at 2:00
o'clock at the Northport Methodist Church. Rev. Wilson
Tennant officiated and interment was made in the family
lot in Northport cemetery, ~o—o—~(~o~o0—
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" Jganuary 1v3Y, Uscar ana nlla (ruller} yame were
spending the winter in Plorida. She wrote from St.
Petersbury, Florida, to her sister, Bertha Lowell
(Bristol, IN) that Oscar's brother, Marston Dame, had
been killed in a car accident. She included the news-
- paper obituary along with a tintype of a man. In May
1939, Ella wrote to Bertha from Northport, Michigan,
that Oscar had word that Oscar Wilbur died in Chicago.
She mentioned that Oscar had been named after him; and
wrote that they will go to the funeral in Charlivoix.

The obituary: Gilman M. Dame, 72, pionear Leelanau
County orchardist, close friend of two Michigan gover-—
nors, and former chairman of the Republican state
central committee, died in Munson hospital Mbnday
morning shortly before noon as the result of anurles_
sustained Thursday when his car collided during a
blinding snowstorm with a Manistee and North Eastern
Rail Road train at Suttons Bay.

A friend of former povernors Fred Green and Chase
8. Osborn, Mr. Dame served the ‘state and his community
in many ways during his long residence here. He was at
one time chairman of the state food and drug commis-—
sion., Prominent in Republican party work since early
manhood, Mr. Dame was chairman of the Leelanau County
Republican party at the time of his death.

Throughout Northwest Michigan, Mr. Dame was known
chiefly as a’cherry producer. Interested in the cherry
growing industry for the past three decades, his or-—
chard was the first established in this district and
his Montmorency orchard is believed to be the largest
of its type in the world.

Among his other activities were the managershlp of
the Hasserot properties, the Cherry Home farm and
presidency of the Northport Canning Company and the
L.eelanau Coal Company. -

He is survived by his widow, Ida, two daughters,
Mrs. Bagil Milliken of Downers Grove, I1l., and Mrs.
Conrad Stuker of Qak Park, I1l.; one sou, .Gilman Dame,
Jr., of Northport; two brothers, Isa and Oscar, both of
Northport; two sisters, Mrs. William Voice of Northport
and Mrs. Charles Authier of Detroit, and three grand-
children. One daughter, Mrs. Clark H/ Pay of Flint and
a brother, Seba Dame, preceded him 1n ddath.

The body was taken to the MartlﬁSOn & Son Funeral
Home at Suttons Bay, and lay in state at the Northport
M. E. Church from 9 A.M. until 2 P.M., on Thursday.
Funeral services were conducted [Thursday at 2:00
o'clock at the Northport Methodist Ghurch. Rev, Wilson
Tennant officiated and interment was made in-the family
lot in Northport cemetery. —o=0-0ro~o—
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weeks notice——I'd still have been pushing the deadline
before I went to work on it,. The letters and the
tintype that I meantioned are not mine. They belong to
8viyia, I've had the box of letters that Aunt Bertha
saved and have been going through them to abstract
anything of genealogical interest. I've had them so
long that I'll bet Sylvia has forgotten about them
(althag%g "alephant mind"” hasn't forgotten much).

In pictures I got from Mama is a snapshot of a leong,

white—cloth-covered table set out in the yard. Behind
the table stande a sizable group of people. At the

right and a little away from the table sits a woman.

On the back of the pie, Aunt EBlla has written that

Oscar says this is the whole Dam family--or wording to
that effect. I've thought that the seated woman was
Aunt Ella; but, if the senior Mrs. Dame was alive, it
probably is she. I don't know offhand where I have
that box of Aunt Blla's photos. One would think that I
wouldn't have had things miglaid when we had just three
rooms. Now, with four there isn't any improvement in
being able to locate "saved things." -

When Sylvia and I were at Treva's and we drove up to
Northport, we stopped at a museum that stands on the
east side of the road- (somewhere on the peninsula). I
took a picture of it, Runs in my mind that it is a

brick schoolhouse converted to a museum. On display
were copies of old photos with stories about the area.
There was information about the Ffirst Dames on the

peninsula. I didn't copy it because I figured that I
could get it all out of a history book at the public
library at Fort Wayne. I would, also, look there for
an atlas of maps for Northport and Cathead Point, If I
were researching the Dame family I'd look for a collec-
tion of newspapers. Since there was no issue from Aunt
Ella I've not done any research along that line.

.

On the trip out there we went to the cemetery. I
copied dates from Oscar, Ella and Vivian's tombstones.

I had not found dates in Mama's things. I've always
hoped to pet back to the St. Joseph County Clerk's—"
office to see if Ella married in Mottville. I think

she probably married sometime around 1906—-don't ask

why I think that. Sylvia thinks not; that it was later
than that.

i've not written down the informafgon Ora remembers
from conversations with Uncle Oscar .{and what Daddy
knew) regarding the lighthouses he tended and the time
peridds for his service in each. When we were at the Ahb
Mariner's Museum in North Carolina many Yyears ago, we *
saw the. lens from Beaver Island #(if I recall
correctly). It had great chips out‘of some sections,

but the rainbow colors from the sun shining on .it were
brilliant. I supposed, nostalgically, that Uncle Oscar
had polished it.
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why it connected to Uncle Oscar. The obituary explains
it. I had imagined that Vivian was adopted from the
Milliken Family; however, there is no basis for that
conjecture, There seems, in my mind, to have been a
handsome young man named Milliken--but maybe not.

When I was a kid, I showed off a lot to get attention.
One time, at the lighthouse, Aunt Ella wanted Grace
McCormick to sing for us. OGrace acted shy and wouldn't
do it. Either I offered, OR Aunt Ella turned to me and
said she would give me the red vase that set on the

mantle of the fireplace if I sang. With the vase were
two red glass candlesticks——each for two candles. The
red vase was mine. It broke sometime in the 1950's. I
have at least one of the candlesticks from Mama's

things that she got from Northport. The red paint is
chipped and maybe the edge of the glass. I haven't

seen them for a long time.

Everything that was painted in the lighthouse was

painted light gray. Aunt Blla didn't have anythlng
egcess in the line of furniture or ornaments. I remem-—
ber that on the right and beside the steps down into
the kitchen hung a wooden—framed mirror. Under the
mirror was a tin combcase. We washed there and every-
one used the comb. I was too young to remember about
the quarters other than that.

I slept alone the last trip Daddy made in the Model-T.
The lapping of the waves against the shore put me to
sleep, I recall the sound. Grace McCormick had taken
me around the grounds and I was tired so I dropped off
to sleep quickly and they let me sleep late. Grace
toolk me down past the foghorn building and back along
the sandy shore where the women had setup a place to.do
the laundry. They built a fire under a big iron kettle
and the clothes were hung along the beach. We stayed
out of the water there because there was an undertow
and we needed to have it explained only once to obey
orders. But we waded in the shallow water out in front
of the lighthouse. We lounged around on the stone
staps that led down to the shoreline.

During the stay that summer, we shopped once in Tra-
vérse City and went to the museum park. I had money
enough to buy my first pair of earrings. They were a
smmple dull-blue button smaller than d dime. I was
wearing them when we left Northport to come back to
Mottville, Uncle Oscar and Daddy had gone out in the
woods beside the lighthouse, near the huge boulder that
had split in half, and dug cedar trees for planting
along the south side of the yard at- home. They were
bundled and laid in the back seat leaving room enough
for me to sit. ¥ recall leaning over against them and
their fragrance and sleeping during the night driving.
We never Ffound the one earring and T dida't get another
pair until after Ora and I were married.
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